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regime from 1200 A.D. to 1700 A.D. and propa-
gated their religion mainly by violence. Many
Hindus were forced to embrace Islam. The Hin-
dus had become passive and did not learn the
modem art of war and use of canons. Temples at
Somnath, Matura, Benares, Ayodhya and in
other places were destroyed by them. Yet Hindu-
ism survived their onslaught.

The Bhakti movement was emotional and
attracted the people, some of the saints of this
movement were Ramananda, Chaitanya,
Meerabai,Vallaba,Thukaram,Tulsidas,Guru
Nanak,Kabir, SoordasandRamdas. Acharya
Vidhyaranya helped to establish the Vijayanagar
Kingdom to prevent the Muslims from expanding
their regime in South India. Krishnadevaraya
composed  Aamuktamalika   inTelugu.
Samartha Ramadas helped Kshatrapati Sivaji
to found a Hindu State in Maharashtra.

Sir, what were the causes for the failure of the
Hindus to stem the tide of invasion by foreign
Muslims?

The reasons are several. 1. The Muslims used
force to spread their religion. 2. The Indian
princes did not join together to face the common
danger. 3. The peaceful life of the people did not
prepare them to face the danger. 4. The princes
were not posted with the latest information in the
art of warfare. 5. The Hindus followed the
Dharma rules of war but the invading Muslims
attacked them suddenly, destroyed their store of
food and set fire to their cities.

6. There were traitors like Jayachandra. Ulti-
mately the traitors were also destroyed by the
Muslims. 7. Only the Kshatriyas among the